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distressed and discontented ; the new Poor Law, one of
the most notable and beneficent of the Whigs' achieve-
ments in legislation, was intensely and universally un-
popular, the reform of the municipal corporations
irritated the classes without attracting the masses.
Radicalism, discredited and outvoted in Parliament, was
taking the form of chartism among the populace, trade
was languishing and hampered by fiscal restrictions, and
above all, the anti-Corn-Law League was fast becoming
a power in the State ; a power which was destined in
the end to triumph through the splendid apostasy of
Peel himself, although its triumph was so little antici-
pated by the country's rulers that Melbourne once
publicly declared that the repeal of the corn laws
was " one of the wildest and maddest schemes that ever
entered into the imagination of man/' and Peel was
recalled to power in 1841 with a direct mandate from
the constituencies, and especially from the agricultural
interest, to resist it to the uttermost.

It is not necessary for the purposes of this biography
to dwell in any detail on the history of the Melbourne
Administration. There is rarely much to invite the
attention of history in the parliamentary life of a
leader of Opposition, though Peel's task was certainly
one of no ordinary difficulty, goth parties were jmder-
ffoing a transformation ; the Tories gradually adapting
themselves to the_jpjritof^ the__new jgonstitution
S, and becoming Conservatives in the

process, and the Whigs emancipatiDgthemselvesfrom
the RadicaJJmguls^
the country,  which desired  tranquillity rather   than
reform.    The situation required that, while educating